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In the wars of the Maccabees, when Judea
was a scene of great contention, a deed of trea-
chery is laid to the charge of the men of Joppa,
in destroying the innocent with the guilty* This
was so completely in the spirit of the early wars
that deluged this country with blood, as almost
to justify the exemplary vengeance which was
taken on their town for such an act.   It was
burnt and exposed to pillage and massacre by
Judas Maccabeus, who called on God the right-
eous Judge to avenge him on the murderers of
his brethren.    " The men of Joppe also did such
an ungodly deed; they prayed the Jews that
dwelt among them to go with their wives and
children into the boats which they had prepared,
as though they had meant them no hurt; who
accepted of it according to the common decree
of the city, as being desirous to live in peace,
and suspecting nothing; but when they were
gone forth into the deep, they drowned no less
meat, and drink, and oil unto them of Zidon, and to them of
Tyre, to bring cedar-trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa,
according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia.'*
(Ezra, in. 7.) The Sidonians also were very ready and willing
to bring the cedar-trees from Libanus; to bind them toge-
ther, and to make an united float of them, and bring them to
the port of Joppa. For that was what Cyrus had commanded
at first, and what was now done at the command of Darius.
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